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Hope Multiplier

Since 1968, the Obra del Padre Mario Pantaleo (OPM) has been born, exists and 
grows thanks to him, to Aracelis “Perla” Gallardo, whom he called “his right arm” and 
thanks to all the people who accompanied them and continue doing so. 

Father Mario was physically present in the Obra for 25 years (till 1992) and, from that 
moment on, Perla assumed the responsibility of transforming his dream in his Obra 
until her death (July 15, 2020). 

She participated directly in the day-to-day running of the Obra turning his dream into 
the OPM’s mission: “Promote human development of people and families in need of 
González Catán” (Buenos Aires, Argentina). 

Perla multiplied the hope in each person she met on her way. She helped each of 
her 600 collaborators to develop the capacities that the project needed to sustain 
and multiply. She helped them give their best and be better persons. She challenged 
them to look for opportunities and to believe that achieving them was always possible. 
Together, they built a different path based on self-esteem, dignity, respect, effort, self-
determination and solidarity. 

She led by example. Cheerful, close, friendly, supportive, committed to serve others 
selflessly, with a generous spirit and endless dedication to help improving the quality of 
life of González Catán’s people and families in need.

Along her life, she also knew how to sum her family to her daily work: husband, sons, 
daughter and grandchildren accompanied her to consolidate Father Mario’s vision with 
responsibility, transparency, love and daily effort.  

The magnitude of the Obra and the profound admiration it awakens among those 
who have had the privilege of knowing Father Mario and Perla personally, is what 
encourages us to present her to this distinction. This nomination is our best tribute 
to the person who gave everything to others and who made her life a total and 
unconditional gift to others.

Carlos Garavelli, Presidente
Fundación Presbítero José Mario Pantaleo

 “Sowing the good 
seed... that is what 

should guide us 
permanently”

Priest José Mario Pantaleo

Perla with Carlos Garavelli, her son,  
receiving an award (2017)

LARGE IMAGE: Perla with Nora Garavelli, her 
daughter and González Catán’s families in 
“La Comunidad Hace” Annual Festival (2015)

SMALL IMAGES: Sports, art and story-telling activities 



4

Aracelis “Perla” Gallardo Her Work

Her Life

Her beginnings    

Perla’s story “is a story of love and mi-
racles”. Perla was born on June 24th, 
1926 in Goya, province of Corrientes, 
Argentina. Her parents were Spanish. 
She graduated as a teacher in 1943. At 
17 years old she settled in Rosario (San-
ta Fe), where she worked as a volunteer 
and was part of the Diocesan Caritas 
Commission of Rosario. She married 
Dr. Eduardo Garavelli, with whom she 

had four children: Eduardo, Carlos, 
Nora and Guillermo. 

In 1968 she went to visit Father Ma-
rio in Buenos Aires seeking relief 
from a health problem that afflicted 
her. When she got well, she and 
her family decided to help him with 
the construction of a church and 
his social work. Following this path 

was a courageous act involving Perla’s 
self-sacrifice, which went beyond the 
call of duty on behalf of humanity. For 
more than 50 years she dedicated her 
life to standing up and projecting OPM 
for the future generations.

After Father Mario’s death, OPM continued 
its growth thanks to Perla and her family 
encouragement and their mindset of ensu-
ring that everyone had equal opportunities 
in life. They continued what 
Father Mario had started, 
as he had foreseen it. 

From an organization with 
200 employees and a han-
dful of volunteers in 1992, 
today there are more than 
600 employees giving ser-
vices to more than 38,000 
people through 6 main areas: education, 
community, health, sports, elderly and peo-
ple with disabilities. OPM transformed the 
lives of many González Catán’s families.
Perla is recognized for decades of dedica-
tion and devotion to them. She pushed the 
limits of social change with courage, com-
mitment, inspiration and daily efforts. 

Her place in the world   

OPM develops its activities in Gon-
zález Catán city, La Matanza district, 
the largest and most populated district 
of the province of Buenos Aires. A te-
rritory with structural poverty where 
there are no reasonable conditions of 
health, education, work, infrastructure, 
asphalt, water, sewage, electricity, 
gas or transport. It has many se-
ttlements and more than half of 
the streets are dirt streets. Its in-
habitants live under the scour-
ge of poverty, unemployment, 
drug trafficking, urban violen-
ce, preventable infant mortali-
ty and malnutrition. González 
Catán and it surroundings 
have more than 300.000 inha-
bitants and covers 52% of the 
surface of La Matanza. It’s 
only at 20 minutes from the 
Federal Capital of Argentina.

Admirable and admired woman, main support of Father Mario Pantaleo’s 
and of his solidarity work at González Catán 

“The Obra 
del Padre 
Mario is 
the best 
example of 
the stength 
of love.” 

“For each 
project 
that we 
begin, we 
put love in 
action.”

She helped Father Mario in his daily 
work and throughout the world to 
support OPM. Father opened doors 
and Perla made things happen:  

•  Laying the institutional 
foundation for operation, 
allowing the growth of OPM 

•  Processing public authorizations 
for schools, centres for elderly 
and  disabled people

•  Implementing an adaptation and 
change process after Father 
Mario’s death for the seek of the 
future sustainability of OPM

•  Selecting people and teams 
to continue, looking for 
external guidance, making 
alliances at the local, regional 
and international level

•  Remaining closed to people 
from different backgrounds 
and economic situations, 
authorities, celebrities, politicians 
and followers of Father Mario, 
to execute his dream. 

•  Writing the book “Walking 
Christ, Father Pilgrim: Father 
Mario Pantaleo’s journeys”

•  Promoting the process of 
beatification of Father Mario, 
based on her documentary 
work done over the years

Perla’s story “is a story of 
love and miracles”

VIDEO  
Perla’s  

94th birthday

“Perla” died on 
Wednesday, July 15, 
2020 at the age of 94

Perla in the Library opening Perla surrounded by her initial teams

Perla with 
Father Mario 

at a project 
planning 
meeting

Corrientes

González Catán,
Buenos Aires

ARGENTINA
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https://youtu.be/dnPtCx6pPVU
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Obra del Padre Mario
After more than 50 years, it has created a real social change, 
boosting the human development of three generations.

Main features

OPM is a NGO founded in 1968 by priest José Mario Pantaleo (1915-
1992) in Argentina. It was declared of National Interest by the Presidency 
of the Argentine Nation in 1993.

During 2019, it accompanies more than 38,000 beneficiaries in the fields 
of health, education, access to sport, personal development, integration 
and protection of their rights. 

Over almost 50 years, the OPM has:

1. Three schools (from kindergartcentreen to university)

2. Six university level courses

3. Health care centre with more than 20 specialties

4. Comprehensive training centre for disabled people

5. Centre for the elderly, where they receive appropriate 
care in terms of prevention and health promotion

6. Sports Centre with more than 16 sports 

7. “La Huella” Educational Centre. 

8. “Plaza de Artes y Oficios” (Professional Development and Arts Building] 
where they offer support classes, drawing, art, ping pong, table tennis, 
nutrition and computer classes to children and adolescents, outside 
school hours, so that they can spend their free time on educational and 
recreational activities. In addition, activities are offered to adolescents 
to enable them to integrate into the labour market.

Education

Community

Disability

Seniors

Health

Sports

44,900 
beneficiaries 
• Education
• Work
• Family

1,000,000  
medical services
•   Physical and 

psychological care
• Diagnostic methods
•  Prevention and health 

care promotion

45,800 students 
•  From kindergarten to 

university
•  National oficial 

degrees
• Degree courses
• Companies 
Agreements

38,585

76,000 
beneficiaries
• As Inclusion tool
• From early ages 

4,900 
beneficiaries 
•  Technical 

Education 
Courses

•  Academic 
Education 
Courses

1,600 
beneficiaries 
• Active ageing

1968  
Beginning of 
social action 
accompanying 
the seniors

1978  
Presbítero José 
Mario Pantaleo 
Foundation is 
established

1980
“Niñito 
Jesús” 
Nursery 
School

1987
“Nuestra Señora 
del Hogar” Primary 
School and “Santa 
Inés” Comprehensive 
Training Centre

1992
“Nuestra 
Señora 
del Hogar” 
Secondary 
School

1997
Higher 
Institute 
and 
Museum

2004
Plaza de 
Artes y 
Oficios 

2005 
Pantaleo University 
Level School 
(CUP) and a Centre 
for Seniors Care

1983
The health unit 
begins to work

1990
“Nuestra 
Señora 
del Hogar” 
Kindergarten

2003
“La Huella” 
Educational 
Centre

2018
Day Centre for 
people with 
disabilities 

2019
First 
International 
Funding 
Dinner in 
Madrid,Spain

1993
“Caminante”Sports Center, plus two 
Centre’s Day and Mausoleum. OPM is 
declared of National Interest by the 
Presidency of the Argentine Nation

After more than 50 years, the OPM 
continues fulfilling its mission:

• Strengthening families
• Promoting local development

beneficiaries

69,045

15,000

visitors

square 
meters of 

infrastructure

Past, present and 
future: 50 years of 
transformation

VIDEO  
52 years  
of OPM

“OPM  
transforms 
vulnerabi-
lities into 
strengths”

https://youtu.be/3MIFLpq2bN4
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Awards for Perla
Perla was always dedicated to her work; she was not interested in fame or 
recognition. However, she has received several awards as “Outstanding 
Woman” at national, regional and international levels. 

1993
Paul Harris Award, granted by the Rotary 
Club, for her work at Nuestra Señora del 
Hogar Foundation

1994
J. Harris Award, granted by the Rotary 
Club to an Outstanding Woman in Public 
and Common Good

1995
She was declared “Outstanding Buenos 
Aires Woman” by the Honorable Chamber of 
Deputies of Buenos Aires Province  

1998
She was declared “Outstanding Woman 
of the Nation” by the Honorable Chamber 
of Deputies of the Nation

1999
Outstanding Woman of the Year, 
International Foundation for the 
Development of Women (FIDIMA) and the 
MERCOSUR Women’s Forum

1999
Outstanding woman in Health, National 
Ministry of Health

2006
Stella della Solidarietà Prize awarded by the 
Italian Republic 

2008
Award to the Outstanding Matancera 
Woman, granted by the Municipality of La 
Matanza

2008
Outstanding Woman of the Year Award, 
granted by the government of the 
province of Buenos Aires

International support for OPM

Throughout Father Mario’s life, Perla accompanied him on the interna-
tional trips he made in search of contacts, alliances and funds to support 
his Obra.

•  They arrived in Germany through Argentinean directors 
of Mercedes Benz to request funds 

•  They went to Calcutta to meet with Saint Teresa 
of Calcutta, who sent the congregation they 
have in Argentina to show interest in the Obra 
and find possible ways of joint collaboration 

•  They also arrived at the Vatican to meet with 
Saint John Paul II to request his authorization 
for naming the Chapel built in González Catán 
as “Cristo Caminante” (Walking Christ) 

After Father Mario’s death:

•   Perla went to Pistoia, Italy (Father Mario’s birthplace) to 
also build bridges there. Father Mario was recognised 
as illustrious citizen by the Italian authorities at a 
ceremony with representation from the Argentine 
government

•    In 2002, the Real Madrid Foundation inaugurated in 
Catán a Social Sports School to promote education in 
values through sports. 

•    Don Luiggi Giussiani, founder of the Communication 
and Liberation movement, presented a book in 
Buenos Aires and Perla met there with Jorge Bergoglio 
(Cardinal Primate of Argentina, now Pope Francisco). 
He expressed to her the importance of the movement, 
the coincidence of thoughts of both founders (Giussiani 
and Pantaleo) and a certain possibility of working 
together. After this advice, Perla explored that path 

•    To celebrate the 50th anniversary of OPM (2018) a fund deve-
lopment office was set up in Spain, initiating the international 
chapter.

FROM TOP TO 
BOTTOM 
Father Mario at 
Vaticano. Meeting 
with a sister of 
Saint Teresa of 
Calcuta. Event at 
Pistoia, Italy. 

LEFT: Perla with 
Mr. Alfredo Di 

Stéfano

RIGHT: Real 
Madrid Foundation 

Authorities and 
OPM Sports’ 

professors

Perla receiving an 
award from Buenos 

Aires City
“In 2019,  
the First 
International 
Funding 
Dinner
was held  
in Madrid”

2017  >See more
Ugarit Prize, awarded by the Club Sirio 
Libanés de Buenos Aires on International 
Women’s Day

2015
Person of the Year, Crónica Newspaper

2015  >See more
Distinction for her social work in the Obra 
del Padre Mario, awarded by the Office of 
the Secretary of Operational Coordination 
of the Senate of the Argentine Nation

2015  >See more
Silver Rose to the Working Woman 
2015, granted by the Association of 
the Legislative Staff

https://padremario.org/perla-gallardo-recibio-el-premio-ugarit/
https://padremario.org/senado-otorga-diploma-honor-a-nuestra-presidenta-perla-gallardo/
https://padremario.org/distinguen-a-perla-gallardo-con-la-rosa-de-plata-a-la-mujer-trabajadora-2015/
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Perla Gallardo’s interview with Santiago Pont Lezica

Padre Mario playlist on YouTube

For further information about Aracelis Perla Gallardo and  
La Obra del Padre Mario, please see these videos:

Or contact:

Roberta Larocca, Spain

europa@padremario.org

+34 616 791 182

https://youtu.be/1v1P9vly9dw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLxMZbvyJxHo5aDHdokqdulDxcK9luZvuq

